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259020 21. 7 million. To deal with this potential mismatch between plans and s microgravity sciences oDice has
proposed that the NASA resources, research and analysis budget be augmented by research and development
funds used to support NASAs space-based research program. The proposed amounts are 4. 7 million for fiscal
year 1996, 12. 2 million for 1997, and 22. 2 million for 1998. According to NASA, shiIing resources in this way
would not increase its overall budget authority. s life and microgravity sciences advisory committee concurred
with NASA this approach, stating in June 1994 that the research and analysis budgets are the seed which
provides for a successful flight program and recommended that they be increased where they are proven to be
inadequate to support the intellectual underpinning of the flight program, even if this means a transfer from
the research and development budget so as to comply with overall budget constraints. NASAs quality assurance
procedures start with a series of external and Selecting Quality internal reviews designed to evaluate the merits
of research proposals. Experiments Peer review is a crucial part of this consensus-building process. The process
starts with individual reviewers independently evaluating each proposal assigned to peer review panels. The
reviewers then resolve any diDerences by consensus within the peer review panel. The panels final s selection
oDicials, and can NASA NASA determinations are not binding on choose proposals other than those highly
recommended by the panel. In June 1994, we reported that the peer review processes at the National Institutes...
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