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.writings of the Early Church have come down to us, either in
substance or traditionally, we may find an answer to the
question in the fate of the autographs of the gospels and
epistles, written by the hands of men around whose brows from
that time to this the Church has delighted to entwine the halo of
sanctity. This is an age which, perhaps more than any other, can
estimate the value of relics of the past, especially when
associated with historical renown, high mental attainments, or
eminent writers; and our eagerness to become possessors of but
a few words written by our poets or heroes, will at once indicate
to us the priceless worth of an autograph epistle of St. John or
St. Paul. An historian of the Library of the Vatican, tells us that
St. Peter, when he would set up the see...
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