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knowledge of its own affairs are: that the present is a logical and consistent development from the past that,
either now or heretofore, what the Government has done has never injured or hampered the powers and
privileges of the States, their governments, or of any citizen; and that the information collected, published, and
distributed by the nation has added incalculably to the growth, homogeneity, prosperity, and resources of its
several constituent States as well as to the general and individual well-being of the people. Publicity is the
characteristic of the American Republic s proceedings. The deliberations of Congress (excepting those of the
executive sessions and a few of the earliest legislative sessions of the Senate) have always been open to the
public; early provision was made for the publication of an official journal of congressional proceedings, and
the distribution of these to State officers and others began in 1814 (Res. of Dec, 1813); from these the Journal,
Annals, Congressional Globe and Congressional Record have developed in succession. Before the adoption of
the Federal Constitution, the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs was directed by a resolution of Congress to
obtain from the ministers and agents of the United States in foreign countries an abstract of their present state,
their commerce, finances, naval and military strength, and the characters of sovereigns and ministers, and
every other political information which may be useful to the United...
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