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strictly Montglat s account.--History of France, IV 236. It has been left for a recent writer, M Cheruel, to clearly
demonstrate, by reference to a manuscript contemporaneous journal, the impossibility of the king s making
use of such words as | am the state at this particular time. Having reviewed the tendencies of Parliament after
the wars of the Fronde, M. Cheruel adds, It is here that a suspicious tradition has fixed the appearance of Louis
XIV. before Parliament, dressed for the chase, and whip in hand, and that the famous answer to the president
has been attributed to him, | am the state! In place of this dramatic scene, which has become graven in historic
memory, the most authentic documents exhibit the king imposing silence upon Parliament, but without the
affectation of an insolent hauteur. He then quotes from the manuscript journal written by a partisan of the
Parliament, who would have reproduced any circumstances unfavorable to the king, had such occurred. The
account closes with these words: The king, rising quickly before any one could reply to him, returned to the
Louvre, and from there to the forest of Vincennes, which he had left in the morning, and where the Cardinal
(Mazarin) awaited him. --Histoire de Vadministration monarchique en France, Il. 32. We here have a description
of the event clothed in its simplest terms. The king, hunting in the forest of...
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