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illustrated. 1913 Excerpt: . . . John the Baptist. The term was constantly on the lips of the scribes. His followers
frequently raised questions regarding it. It furnished, therefore, to a wise teacher like Jesus, the most natural
and effective point of contact with his hearers. Its nationalistic interpretation was the will-o-thcwisp luring the
Jewish nation into disastrous rebellion against Rome. Its apocalyptic interpretation dulled the sense of personal
and moral responsibility; but the use of the term in the Psalms had prepared the minds of the more thoughtful
students of the older scriptures for that individual, ethical, and at the same time universal interpretation that
Jesus gave to it. It is significant that Jesus never attempted to define the term, kingdom of God. The vast
number of cumbersome definitions with which scholars have attempted to describe it confirm his wisdom. In its
real meaning--the dominion or rule of God--is found the simplest and best definition. It is Gods rule not only in
nature and in human history, but, above all, in the minds and hearts and wills of men. It is mans
acknowledgment of Gods sovereignty in every thought and act. It is not the arbitrary rule of a despotic Deity,
but is based upon THE PLACE AND MEANING OF THE KINGDOM mans voluntary submission of his will to that of
God. It is a divine gift, and yet is something to be achieved through human volition and effort. In its origin it is
individual and spiritual, within, not without, the...
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